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Former U.S.  

treasury official under 

then-President  

Bill Clinton, a former  

federal prosecutor,  

and an attorney.

Jim’s mission has  

always been clear: siding 

with people against  

the powerful, to change 

the way New Jersey 

works for this generation 

and the next.

No legislative or  

executive experience

Former New York City Mayor David Dinkins

Member of the state 

Senate from Union  

County who has served  

in the state Legislature 

since 1978 and a  

veteran attorney.

Lesniak is supported by Steven Goldstein, the founder of Garden State Equality, 

and the Humane Society Legislative Fund.

Former U.S.  

ambassador to Germany, 

a former finance chair  

of the Democratic  

National Committee, and 

former Goldman Sachs 

banking executive.

“The solutions to nearly 

all of our state’s  

problems are rooted in  

a stronger economy that 

works from the middle 

class out. When we  

get this right, we get 

New Jersey right.” 

His opponents have 

accused him of buying 

his support.

NJEA, which represents over 200,000 educators statewide. Booker, Menendez. 

Democratic parties in every county (clean sweep) well as all seven of the state’s 

Democratic members of the U.S. House. NJ Working Families Alliance.  

NJ Sierra Club and other environmental orgs. Unions like NJ Transit workers,  

nurses union. He has also been backed by Levi Sanders, the son of U.S. Sen. Bernie 

Sanders; the New Jersey Sierra Club; the New Jersey League of Conservation  

Voters; AFSCME International; CWA NJ; and a slew of other labor unions.

Member of the state  

Assembly from  

Middlesex County, serv-

ing in the state Legis-

lature for more than 20 

years, a veteran attorney, 

and former state Demo-

cratic Party chair.

Wall Street versus  

Main Street; a tested  

party leader who’s 

demonstrated an  

independent streak in 

pursuit of doing the  

right thing.

Wisniewski came  

under fire from a rival 

after a town determined 

his law firm violated its 

anti-pay-to-play statute.

Wiswniewski has the endorsement of National Nurses United; the Princeton  

Community Democratic Organization; Jeffrey Weaver, the manager of  

Bernie Sanders’ 2016 presidential campaign; and Larry Hamm, chairman  

of the People’s Organization for Progress.

CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS MAJOR PLATFORM NEGATIVES ENDORSEMENTS

His chief goal is to  

make New Jersey fossil 

fuel-free by 2050.

His law firm flourished in 

part because of politics, 

landing millions in public 

contracts from dozens  

of municipalities and pub-

lic entities across NJ.—

many after he supported 

certain candidates.

KEY DATES
May 9 First Democratic and Republican primary debates

June 6 Democratic and Republican primary elections

Nov 7 General Election Day (New Jersey is one of only two states in the U.S. to 

host a gubernatorial election this year, along with Virginia)
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•  Ensure that corporate polluters are held 

accountable.

•  Stop the diversion of funds from The Clean 

Energy Funds and DEP to fill budget holes.

•  Fund renewable energy research.

•  Complete the Offshore Renewable Energy 

Certificate Program.

•  Ban fracking in New Jersey indefinitely.

•  Institute a moratorium on new pipelines  

and conduct thorough environmental  

reviews of all pipelines.

•  Invest in repairing New Jersey’s water pipes.

•  Make NJ Fossil Fuel Free by 2050.

•  Stop The Pinelands, PennEast and Pilgrim 

Pipelines. Not only will they threaten to 

contaminate our water supply and disrupt 

pristine private and public lands, they will 

commit New Jersey to a future of reliance 

on fossil fuels and consume $billions of 

investment that should go to solar, wind and 

energy efficiency.

•  Create jobs: Engineers, technology devel-

opers, solar and wind construction jobs and 

maintenance and energy efficiency installers.

•  Air Quality and Health: Replacing aging 

fossil fuel plants with clean solar and wind 

and lowering demand with energy efficiency 

will enhance our quality of life and improve 

productivity with lower sick days and time 

off from work.

•  Invest in Mass Transit and Require  

Clean Cars and Clean Trucks and adopt  

California Low Emissions Vehicle Standards 

for cars and trucks.

•  Rejoin RGGI the multi-state compact that 

climate change denier Governor Christie 

pulled out of.

•  Protect the Jersey Shore and prepare for 

climate change impacts.

•  Set New Jersey on a path to 100 percent 

clean energy by 2050.

•  Setting the most ambitious offshore wind 

target in the country.

•  Prioritizing solar energy expansion.

•  Build a green economy that creates jobs and 

works for us.

•  Commit New Jersey to re-joining the  

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative  

(RGGI), a collaborative effort among  

Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire,  

New York, Rhode Island and Vermont to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

•  We will also reduce our carbon footprint  

and create jobs by committing to generate 

80 percent of the state’s electricity  

consumption from renewable sources by 

mid-century.

•  John Wisniewski will fight for environmental 

justice by making polluters pay for the mess 

they create.

•  He will push for legislation to make  

100% of money received (instead of the  

first $50 million) from environmental  

fines go toward cleaning up and protecting 

our environment.

•  He is opposed to the construction of  

new pipelines that would cut through 

preserved lands such as the North Jersey 

Highlands and Pilgrim pipelines.

THE ENVIRONMENT

LET’S 

 TALK 
ABOUT THE CANDIDATES

NOTES:

3



•  Prevent New Jersey from becoming a Right  

to Work State.

•  Enact measures to protect New Jersey from 

financial abuse.

•  Pass consumer protections to shield citizens 

from economic abuse and financial scams.

•  Create a State Innovation Office that  

works to develop intellectual property and 

license patents.

•  Invest in growing industries like green energy 

and high-tech manufacturing.

•  Increase the minimum wage for fast food 

workers to $15 per hour by December 31, 

2018 and for airport workers immediately and 

by December 31, 2019 for all workers. 

•  Workers should be eligible for 12 weeks of 

paid family leave in 2018 and workers should 

have paid sick time.

•  Making NJ affordable should be a  

number 1 priority of any elected official in 

New Jersey. Taxes are too high and housing 

is not affordable for many New Jersey  

residents. Government must be restructured 

and reformed to cut unnecessary  

expenses and the public must be given  

a voice and a vote to oversee spending by 

state agencies like the Port Authority  

and NJTRANSIT which have wasted billions 

of |tax and toll dollars through political  

maneuvers without scrutiny by the public.

•  Grow and protect middle class: Raising  

the minimum wage to $15 per hour,  

mandating earned sick leave, and expanding 

the Earned Income Tax Credit; equal pay  

for equal work; Establishing a child and  

dependent care tax credit.

•  Ensuring tax fairness by enacting a  

millionaire’s tax and closing loopholes for 

wealthy individuals and large corporations.

•  Reclaiming innovation via investments  

in transportation infrastructure and  

expanding small business incubators.

•  A public bank to invest directly in NJ  

by using state deposits to finance local 

investments.

•  Protection from Trump’s efforts to  

roll-back the federal Dodd-Frank Wall Street 

reform law; Holding bankers accountable  

by prosecuting financial fraud.

•   Raise the minimum wage to a $15  

living wage.

•   Improvement of public transportation,  

such as the plans for a new PATH stop in 

Newark’s South Ward, will empower  

people who’ve been trapped in places  

with few opportunities for gainful  

employment or access to education to  

pursue work and education with an  

affordable and efficient commute, bringing 

new spending and resources to their  

homes and local businesses.

•   Investments in renewable energy  

infrastructure will create job opportunities 

for those who will build and maintain solar 

panels, wind turbines, etc. while lowering 

energy expenses for individuals and families.

•   Legalization and taxation of marijuana.

•   Relieve people currently paying premiums, 

deductibles, co-pays, etc. as well as  

employers paying for employee private 

health insurance costs by developing  

a more cost-efficient single payer health  

care system, making the establishment and  

management of new and existing small  

and growing businesses more feasible.

THE ECONOMY
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•  Universal, High Quality Pre-K.

•  Fully fund the 2008 SFRA School Funding 

Formula and fix underfunding of special needs 

students.

•  Implement systems of transparency,  

accountability and local input for charter 

schools.

•  End the PARCC high school graduation  

requirement, which disproportionately burdens 

schools serving high-need populations.      

•  Free Community College for 2 Years for 

students from families with incomes below 

$90,000.

•  Increase funding to state colleges  

and universities to stem the tide of tuition 

increases.

•  Fully fund our current funding formula

•  Take a close look at excessive and  

unnecessary expenses that do not get into 

the classroom.

•  Promote “WrapAround Community Schools” 

in low income areas that would deliver  

community services to families from pre- 

natal to three years old.

•  Order a moratorium on charter schools until 

a thorough study is done to evaluate their 

effectiveness.

•  Commitment make New Jersey more  

affordable for students and their families. 

Make higher education affordable—cap  

loan payments after graduation at 10% of 

take home pay.

•  Increase State aid per full time student  

by 30%.

•  Lowering the cost of college by using  

state investments to reduce tuition and fees 

at public two- and four-year colleges. 

•  Fully fund our K-12 public schools and  

develop a world-class STEM curriculum.

•  Working to expand free pre-K to all families.

•  End NJ’s reliance on PARCC tests  

and eliminating standardized testing as  

a requirement for graduation. 

•  Forgiving debt for graduates employed  

in STEM-fields.

•   Higher Ed: will enact New Jersey’s 21st 

Century Workforce Scholarships Act to make 

our colleges and universities tuition-free for 

students coming from households with an 

annual income of $125,000 or less.

•   Our tuition-free college plan will include 

students attending (or planning to attend) 

school under the New Jersey DREAM Act.  

It allows students who came to the  

United States as minors to attend New  

Jersey schools to be eligible for free  

tuition like any other, without having to  

register with DACA.

•   Immediate moratorium on charter schools.

•   Eliminate PARCC testing.

•   Simply put: John Wisniewski will enable 

teachers to teach, empower students  

to learn, and challenge public schools to  

innovate and lead. While the transactional 

party bosses and special interests in  

Trenton will say this is impossible, John  

maintains nothing is impossible—with the 

right kind of leadership.

EDUCATION
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•  Fight against the Trump Administration’s  

threat to repeal the ACA and strip  

New Jerseyans of their healthcare.

•  Stand up to anyone who attempts to cut  

Medicaid benefits or change the character of  

the Medicaid program.

•  Enact legislation to cap staffing ratios so  

patients get the care they need.

•  Reduce prescription drug prices by  

mandating transparency in pharmaceutical  

pricing, provider-supplier relationships,  

and CEO and executive compensation.

• Support For Planned Parenthood

• Paid Family Leave

•  Strong Laws and Support For Victims  

of Domestic Violence

• Universal Health Care

• Tax Credits for Day Care

• Restore funding for women’s health care.

•  Restoring state funding to Planned  

Parenthood and ensuring that all-FDA 

approved methods of contraception remain 

accessible to New Jersey women with no 

out-of-pocket costs.

•  Identify the state’s 75,000 uninsured children 

and enrolling them in health coverage.

•  Expanding access to addiction treatment  

and services.

•  Stabilizing health care premiums by capping 

out-of-network costs.

•  He will work to create a single-payer  

healthcare system in New Jersey  

to guarantee that healthcare is a right. 

•  Funding will come from four primary  

sources: Existing federal Health & Human 

Services appropriations; existing state  

health care expenditures that will  

become obsolete through the plan’s  

implementation; employer/employee  

premium payments; and negotiating lower 

prescription drug costs.

•  Finally, tremendous, game-changing  

savings can be realized if New Jersey  

negotiates for lower prescription  

drug prices by leveraging the strength  

and purchasing power of our state  

single-payer plan.

HEALTHCARE
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•  Create tax credits for affordable, mixed- 

income housing development.

•  Ban donations that allow developers to  

opt-out of creating affordable units.

•  Increase funding for rental assistance  

programs.

•    Create Millennial-Targeted housing initiatives.

• Implement strong tenant protection laws.

•  Establish the Mortgage Foreclosure  

Transformation Act vetoed by Governor 

Christie three times.

•  Provide $650 million tax credits for  

housing development in low and moderate 

income neighborhoods to rebuild inner  

city neighborhoods and establish housing 

that’s affordable for not only low but also 

moderate income families. The tax credits 

will pay for themselves and more so by  

stabilizing neighborhoods and attracting 

businesses deterred from moving  

to New Jersey because of our high cost  

of housing.

•  Approve Tiny Homes legislation so seniors, 

empty nesters, homeless can have a safe, 

comfortable, and affordable place to live.

•  Reduce property taxes for 443,300 seniors 

and citizens with disabilities by $1000  

and by $800 for 209,500 homeowners 

earning up to $75,000, by doubling the state 

appropriation for the property tax reduction 

program from $322.5 million to $645 million. 

This is be accomplished by closing  

corporate tax loopholes, increasing state 

revenues by $300 million, along with freeing 

up additional state revenues.

•  Lowering property taxes by funding our 

schools, incentivizing shared services,  

and restoring rebates to low-income, seniors 

and disabled residents.

•  Make home ownership more affordable and 

accessible.

•  Stopping Governor Christie’s practice of 

diverting affordable housing funds to plug 

holes in the budget.

•  Expanding counseling programs to keep  

people in their homes and repurposing  

foreclosed properties as affordable housing.

•  Expanding tax credits to create new housing.

•  Wisniewski will make solving New Jersey’s 

affordable housing crisis a cabinet-level 

priority.

•  One of the first objectives of this office will 

be streamlining the very difficult land use 

approval process to make affordable housing 

cheaper to plan for, cheaper to develop and 

eventually cheaper to build.

•  Denying mortgages based on race—will no 

longer be tolerated. Wisniewski will demand 

tougher penalties for banks who practice 

redlining in New Jersey.

•  Wisniewski will order his Attorney General  

to launch a an investigation into reverse 

mortgage scams in New Jersey to protect 

our elderly homeowners.

•  Wisniewski will explore an innovative  

solution—a Statewide Community Land 

Trust—designed to make affordable  

housing a reality for working class  

New Jerseyans. Modeled after successful  

programs in Vermont, Boston, and Atlanta,  

a statewide community land trust would  

lower the cost of buying a home to this  

simple premise—the state owns the land,  

the homeowner owns the home.

HOUSING
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•  Implement community-based policing  

approaches that invests in the  

prevention of youth violence as opposed to 

increased penalties.

•  Require outside special prosecutors for police 

involved shootings. 

•  Legalize marijuana in safe and regulated 

manner

•  Ban private prisons.

•  Ensure funding for Planned Parenthood.

•  Tackle transgender discrimination and  

strengthen anti-discrimination enforcement.

•  Ensure LGBTQ citizens have access to the 

health services they need.

•  Sign legislation he sponsored which  

Governor Christie vetoed to end the abuse  

of solitary confinement.

•  Enact legislation he sponsored, Presumptive 

Parole and Earn Your Way Out, which will 

further reduce the prison population by 20%.

•  Require the Attorney General to investigate 

all killings by law enforcement and a special 

prosecutor, appointed upon recommendation 

by the NJ Chief Justice, for killings by State 

police, to ensure the public’s confidence of 

our criminal justice and fund dash cams and 

body cameras for police.

•  Aggressively lobby Congress for universal 

background checks for all gun purchases.

•  Aggressively fight any federal and state  

rollbacks of LGBT rights and ban state paid 

travel to any state that violates LGBT rights.

•  Support services for gay and transgender 

boys and girls and men and women.

•  Equal Pay For Equal Work and Incentives For 

Women Majority Owned Businesses

•  Tough on guns: Sign all commonsense 

legislation that Christie vetoed; Strengthen 

regulations on gun transfers; Prevent  

access to guns for mentally ill; Smart gun 

technology; Gun safety training.

•  Women’s rights: funding for women’s  

health and creating a child and caregiver  

tax credit; equal pay

•  Support veterans: employment opportunities, 

mental health, higher education, support for 

veteran-owned businesses.

•  LGBTQ Rights: Allow transgender people 

to select their gender on birth and death 

certificates; equal access to healthcare and 

fertility treatment; eliminate discriminatory 

laws that subject LGBTQ residents to second 

class status.

•  Criminal justice: Will re-examine our  

criminal laws, including mandatory  

minimums; Legalize marijuana; Expand  

the use of body cameras to promote  

transparency and accountability; Expand 

re-entry services for prisoners.

•  Will work to better coordinate state services 

for people with disabilities. 

•   John Wisniewski understands that Black 

Lives Matter. He looks forward to  

implementing significant remedies at the 

state level that would curb mandatory  

minimum sentencing and curtail the criminal-

ization of nonviolent drug offenders.

•   John will make sure our disabled  

community has a seat at the table of social 

and economic security.

•   John Wisniewski will strengthen the  

Division of Disability Services through the  

establishment of a worker placement  

assistance program. Under this program, the 

DDS will develop a statewide mechanism  

to identify good paying jobs, coordinate job 

training initiatives, and construct effective 

ways to notify the disability community  

that they are available.

•   In terms of healthcare, John will ensure  

women with disabilities are treated with 

respect and dignity when it comes to  

reproductive health services and make sure 

they have the quality care they deserve.  

They must have access without physical or 

communication barriers and in formats  

accessible to them.
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•  Expand mass transit by building the  

Gateway Tunnel and the new Port Authority 

Bus Terminal

•  Invest in infrastructure jobs, especially in  

economically disadvantaged communities and 

use impact on inequality as criteria for  

transportation projects

•  Restore funding to the New Jersey Transit 

system

•  Nj spends 3-10 times more than other  

states for infrastructure construction. Using 

design build procurements as done in 40 

other states will save hundreds of $millions.

•  Giving the public a voice & a vote in  

government to serve as watchdogs over 

political dealmaking at the port authority & 

njtransit can save millions hundreds  

of millions.

•  Lesniak willing to sue over $300m renovation 

christie is pushing for state house.

•  Restoring disciplined transportation  

funding to ensure that our roads, bridges and 

rail are functional and not overly reliant on 

tolls and fares.

•  NJ Transit: Increase state operating assis-

tance to NJ Transit; Fight for every federal 

dollar and work with our congressional  

delegation to support funding for the 

Gateway Project; safety and maintenance 

upgrades, including installing Positive Train 

Control automatic braking technology.

•  Complete Gateway and fight for every  

federal transportation dollar.

•   John is committed to revising the recently 

enacted flawed plan for increasing the gas 

tax that created a billion dollar annual hole in 

the budget because of transactional politics 

favoring the wealthy elite through a repeal of 

the estate tax. Revise the current Transpor-

tation Trust Fund Plan to make it a long term 

plan instead of the current eight year plan.

•   Reprioritize transportation spending  

priorities to focus on mass transportation by 

increasing operational and capital support 

for NJ Transit.

•   Restructure NJ Transit, appoint  

transportation professionals to run the  

agency and remove wasteful patronage hires.

•   Complete a new Port Authority Bus  

Terminal for commuters traveling to and  

from New York.

•   Downsize the Port Authority to the bi-state 

transportation agency it was intended  

to be, and provide greater transparency  

and accountability with citizen/user  

representation.

INFRASTRUCTURE
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•  Work with the federal government and state 

legislature to protect those in Muslim,  

refugee, and immigrant communities who  

call New Jersey home.

•  Create an Immigration Council to protect  

New Jersey’s immigrant communities.

•  Provide driver’s licenses and other forms  

of identification to all residents, regardless of 

immigration status.

•  Grant access to student financial aid,  

regardless of immigration status.

•  Protect funding for municipalities that are  

considering becoming a sanctuary city.

•  America is a land of immigrants, built by 

immigrants, defended by immigrants and 

economically prospered by immigrants. We 

have an obligation to:

•  Establish a path to citizenship for those  

who have lived in the United States,  

obeyed the law and paid their taxes (unlike 

President Trump).

•  Protect US citizen children from being torn 

apart from their parents.

•  Allow drivers licences for all residents  

so they can get to work, go shopping, drive 

their children to school.

•  In-State tuition (which he co-sponsored)  

and student aid eligibility for all students 

from low-income New Jersey families.  

An educated New Jersey resident  

population improves the quality of life  

for all NJ residents.

•  Immigration: protect the Dreamers  

and oppose any efforts to use state and local 

police to assist in mass deportations; make 

life easier for our undocumented neighbors.

•  We must defend and expand our  

sanctuary cities… so that our friends and 

neighbors know they are welcome and safe 

in New Jersey—no matter what a Trump 

Administration may do. That’s why John 

has introduced A4611, legislation that would 

make New Jersey a sanctuary state.

•  We must also defend those who signed  

up for DACA—Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals.

•  Wisniewski supports comprehensive  

immigration reform and will not provide any 

state assistance of resources to the Trump 

administration in its obsession with mass 

deportation and wall-building. As governor, 

he will direct his Attorney General to instruct 

all law enforcement in NJ to conduct them-

selves with a goal of providing sanctuary to 

law abiding individuals.

•  We must reform a correctional system  

that unfairly targets people of color.  

A first-step: banning private prisons. We 

must eliminate that profit motive for  

keeping people locked-up.
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